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WALES-CHINA – 250 YEARS OF HISTORY

Ena Niedergang

My association with China spans over thirty years. In the early 1990s I worked 
in Wuhan, Central China. It was the City where the Swansea-born missionary, 
Griffith John, spent 50 years of his life and where he established churches, colleges, 
hospitals, and schools. I then began to wonder what other connections existed 
between Wales and China over the years. So my research began. Little did l realize, 
at the time, that it would stretch over 20 years and take me not only to most parts 
of Wales but also to China. It was to become a labour of love.

At the beginning, I received comments such as, ‘Are there any links?’ – ‘That’ll 
take you five minutes!’ – ‘Of course, the missionaries.’ For a moment I doubted 
myself and wondered if I was wasting my time. Thankfully, there were enlightened 
people who urged me to do the research and commented that it was an unknown 
history of Wales that had to be recorded.

It has not been an easy task, as ‘Wales’ or the ‘Welsh’ rarely appear in early indexes 
and are often smothered under the cloak of ‘England’ in English encyclopaedias. 
If there were any references at all to ‘Wales’ or the ‘Welsh’ with connections to 
China, they seemed only to record the contribution of two missionaries, Griffith 

John and Timothy Richard, as 
having connections with China. 
I reflected on what people had 
commented, to the effect that 
they might really be the only two 
and it would be fruitless looking 
for anyone and/or anything else; 
perhaps the people who had said, 
‘Are there any links?’ were correct.

And yet my research started 
unearthing remarkable people and 
events. There was a rich history. 
Not only missionaries but also 
military, coalminers, governors, 
opium traders, a clockmaker, and 
on and on. The links with China 
were amazing! It was at this 
point that I thought that if people, 
events, plaques, and gravestones 
were being recorded, then why not 
items in museums, art galleries, 
libraries, and stately homes? It 
also seemed obvious to record 
Wales-China in literature, poetry, 
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diaries, and newspapers. What about the houses whose owners had links with 
China or houses with ‘Chinoiserie’?  The names of shops also proved intriguing 
as they sold Chinese items. All this knowledge should be brought together as 
it is an important part of our history before being lost or forgotten. There is an 
urgency to save our history in China – we were there and we are there now. It 
was important to record the people, places and events between the two countries 
over the centuries.

The need for a book of Wales-China connections was growing. The history of 
the Welsh in America and Australia has been written about, but no one, to date, 
has recorded and brought together the historical relationship between Wales and 
China. With my husband’s encouragement and help, we visited churches, chapels, 
graveyards, houses, shops, libraries, museums, and archives throughout Wales, the 
rest of the UK, and China – including Hong Kong and Macau – recording historical 
links between the two countries. Plaques and gravestones had to be recorded for 
posterity before the ravages of time or encroaching ivy covered them. Revisiting 
some gravestones and plaques, twenty years on, emphasized the need as the 
wording was becoming almost illegible. The history of Welsh people in China was 
becoming lost and forgotten.

I spent many hours, days, weeks, and months researching in archives, particularly 
in the days before everything was accessible via the web – searching and searching 
until, finally, a fact or a name would jump out and send my adrenaline racing. Not 
only was Wales scoured for information but also return visits to China – including 
Hong Kong, Macau, Beijing, Tianjin, and Wuhan – were necessary. Cemeteries 
were explored in the hope of discovering a Welsh burial. For example, a ‘death’ 
recorded in The Cambrian Newspaper in 1843 was matched with a grave in Macau. 
Sir Edward Youde, a former Governor of Hong Kong, has a plaque dedicated to 
him in St John’s Cathedral on Hong Kong Island. It was so refreshing to see that he 
came from ‘Penarth, South Wales’. During the period of my research I have given 
talks to historical societies, the National Museum of Wales, been interviewed on 
BBC Radio Wales, and written newspaper articles asking for information. People 
have overwhelmed me with their kindness, generosity, and interest in my research. 
I was also interested in the Chinese people, particularly those from Hong Kong, 
who had come to Wales, especially those who eventually were to make Wales 
their home and who were to contribute to the Wales-China links. I also wanted to 
highlight the contribution made by women over the centuries who seem to have 
been in the men’s shadow. They too, made a huge contribution. Indeed, in the 
past few years, the Chinese themselves have shown an increasing interest in my 
research.

Previously, the Chinese did not wish to know about foreigners in their country 
– well, we did not have a good record there! These days, the attitude seems to be, 
‘We didn’t like you in our country but you are nonetheless part of our history.’ 
Since I started compiling the book – even to pin it down to the last two years – 
people’s attitudes have changed. Now there seems to be an eagerness to know 
more about the past. I think that I have moved on as I have introduced links in 
the twenty-first century, and, where possible, included historical events from the 
Chinese point of view. There are more and more people from China now living 
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in Wales who are becoming British citizens and are making Wales their home. 
During the period of my research I received encouragement and interest from 
the media and from academic, official, and commercial organizations throughout 
Wales and the rest of the UK, from The People’s Republic of China, including 
Hong Kong, and not least, from members of the public who were invaluable in 
forwarding me any information they had relating to personal and family links 
with China.

In researching for this book I found it was important to record and acknowledge 
the contribution made by people and events between the two countries so that 
Wales can take pride in its past, present, and, hopefully, its future. The historical 
and contemporary contribution that has been made, and is continuing to be made, 
by Wales to the evolution of China should not be forgotten or underestimated. In 
researching this history I have attempted to record the many links between Wales 
and China – a connection that has lasted for over 250 years. The resulting book, 
Wales-China – 250 Years of History, was published in November 2015 and includes 
over six hundred entries and three hundred pages. Although I have discovered and 
recorded many of the links between the two countries I am certain that this list is 
not finite. However, I hope that this book will act as a catalyst for future research 
on the subject.

Griffith John (1831–1912)

Griffith John, as I mentioned earlier, spent fifty years in Wuhan and, during this 
time, established a college, school, churches and hospitals. I revisited Wuhan in 
2012, the centenary of Griffith John’s death, to discover what, if anything was 
left of him in the twenty-first century. With the help of colleagues from Wuhan 
Museum, we visited churches – Chongzhen Tang Church and the Glory Church – a 
school and two hospitals. The church services were lively and very well attended. 
The school established by Griffith John had been renamed ‘Number Four Middle 
School’ and was thriving. 

One of the hospitals established by Griffith John is in a part of the city on the 
opposite side of the Yangtze River (Wuchang) and is now the Hubei Provincial 
Hospital for Traditional Chinese Medicine. The other, Union Hospital, is situated 
in the Hankou District of the City. The Hospital is now regarded as one of the 
top medical centres in China and has an established link with Swansea University 
Medical School. 

During our visit to Union Hospital we came across a bust of Griffith John 
in the grounds. As we were photographing the bust, a gentleman approached us 
and commented in perfect English, ‘This man did good for the Chinese people!’ 
In the City of Xiaogan, about forty miles from Wuhan, there is another hospital 
established by Griffith John – Xiaogan Central Hospital. This also has a bust of the 
missionary outside the main entrance.
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[Fig. 2] Wuhan Union Hospital
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)

[Fig. 3] Bust of Griffi th John at Union 
Hospital (Niedergang Photographic 
Collection)

[Fig. 1] Griffi th John
(West Glamorgan Archive 
Service)
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The Onllwyn Plate

The ‘Onllwyn Plate’ was produced to commemorate the 1994 National Eisteddfod 
held at Neath. The Plate includes an image of Griffith John set among the buildings 
at Onllwyn, a small village in the Dulais Valley, near Neath. Griffith John went to 
work in the shop of the Onllwyn Iron Works and gave his first public sermon in the 
village at fourteen years of age. 

During an official visit of senior members of a medical team from Wuhan, 
including the President of Union Hospital, to Swansea in 2012, I presented a copy 
of the Plate to the Delegation. It is now on display at the Union Hospital Museum 
and Archive.

W. T. Beynon, a missionary, left for China in 1887. In 1900, he, his wife, and 
three children were beheaded at a public execution at Taiyuan on 9 July on the 
order of then Shanxi Governor Yu-Hsien, during the Boxer Uprising. The plaque 
(above right) was presented to Siloh Chapel in Nantyfyllon in 1927 by his sister. 
However, after the chapel closed, no one seemed to know the whereabouts of the 
plaque. In 2014, while I was attending a fundraising event at a chapel in the Dulais 
Valley, where my late grandfather had been a member, I met, by sheer chance, 
a former minister of Siloh Chapel and mentioned to him about my research and 
Thomas Beynon. He told me an intriguing story about two Chinese gentlemen who 
had visited Nantyffyllon to purchase the plaque from the chapel and return with it 
to China where it would be placed in the church established by Beynon in Taiyuan 
which still holds services to this day. The whereabouts of the plaque continue to 
be a mystery.

[Fig. 4] Image of 
Griffith John on 
Commemorative 
Plate
(Niedergang 
Photographic 
Collection)
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William Thomas Beynon (1872–1900)

W. T. Beynon, a missionary, left for China in 1887. In 1900, he, his wife, and three 
children were beheaded at a public execution at Taiyuan on 9 July on the order of 
then Shanxi Governor Yu-Hsien, during the Boxer Uprising. The plaque (above 
right) was presented to Siloh Chapel in Nantyfyllon in 1927 by his sister. However, 
after the chapel closed, no one seemed to know the whereabouts of the plaque. In 
2014, while I was attending a fundraising event at a chapel in the Dulais Valley, 
where my late grandfather had been a member, I met, by sheer chance, a former 
minister of Siloh Chapel and mentioned to him about my research and Thomas 
Beynon. He told me an intriguing story about two Chinese gentlemen who had 
visited Nantyffyllon to purchase the plaque from the chapel and return with it to 
China where it would be placed in the church established by Beynon in Taiyuan 
which still holds services to this day. The whereabouts of the plaque continue to 
be a mystery.

[Fig. 5] In 1931, the centenary of the birth of Griffith John was celebrated at 
Onllwyn. Pictured standing in front of the building (Ironworks shop) where the 
young Griffith John worked at the Onllwyn Iron Works, are members of the 
Committee formed to commemorate the event. (Llynfa Thomas)
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Hannah Davies

At an Antiquarian Book Fair in London, I noticed in the ‘China’ section one book 
that stood out from the others. The author was a ‘Hannah Davies’. I was intrigued 
– she had the same name as my maternal grandmother. As I removed the book 
from the shelf, a newspaper cutting fell onto the fl oor and on retrieving it, I was 
taken aback by the heading – ‘Lady Missionary from Pontardawe’. I could hardly 
believe what I was seeing, as I also live 
in Pontardawe!

Hannah’s book, entitled Among 
the Hills and Valleys of Western 
China – Incidents of Missionary Work 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1901, repr. 2010), recorded her 
life as a missionary in Sichuan, western 
China. She wrote about nature, families, 
opium, the lives of women and baby 
girls. What sets her book apart is that 
those written by male missionaries, 
more often, focused upon religion.

[Fig. 6] W. T. Beynon
(Pontypridd Museum)

[Fig. 7] Plaque at Siloh Chapel, Nantyffyllon
(John Lyons)

[Fig. 8]
Hannah Davies
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Rev. Kenneth Evans (1880–1925) 

Following an interview I gave a number of years ago on BBC Radio Wales, the 
Rector of St. Mary’s Church, Llanaber, near Barmouth, wrote to me about a grave 
in the churchyard which had inscribed on it three Chinese characters. Included 
in his letter was a tracing paper rubbing of the characters. I decided to search for 
the grave at Llanaber. As I walked towards the church, a man called out, ‘Can I 
help you?’ After explaining to him what I was looking for, he looked perplexed 
and replied, ‘I think you are in the wrong graveyard!’ He continued, ‘I’ve made 
an inventory of all the graves at St. Mary’s and have not come across the one you 
are looking for.’  By this time I had drawn level with him and, with surprise in my 
voice, announced, ‘I don’t know how to tell you but you are standing next to it!’ He 
shook his head in amazement and replied, ‘I come here frequently to look after the 
family grave and I have never noticed it before!’ The three Chinese characters on 
the grave, Yi Wen Si, are the nearest in sound to ‘Evans’.

The grave I had come to look for was that of the Revd Kenneth Evans, a 
missionary in China who had drowned off the coast at Barmouth on 15 September 
1925. A professor at Pekin University and originally from Liverpool, he was 
brought up in Caerleon. He left for China in 1911. His wife, Janet (née Rees) was 
the daughter of the well-known missionary, William Hopkyn Rees, who became 
Professor of Chinese at London University in 1920. Before she married Kenneth, 
she was governess to the children of Yuan Shi Kai, who became the First President 
of the Republic of China (1912 –1916). She also taught the children of Tong Shuo 
Ti, who became the First Minister of the Republic. 

Revisiting St. Mary’s churchyard some twenty years later, I saw that the Revd 
Evans’s grave had disappeared into the undergrowth – nature had overcome it.

[Fig. 9] Kenneth Evans’ grave at Llanaber
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)

[Fig. 10] Three Chinese 
characters nearest in sound 
to ‘Evans’ (Niedergang 
Photographic Collection)
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John Reginald Harding (1858–1921) 

John Reginald Harding, from the ‘Hendre’ 
near Monmouth, was an engineer who 
spent twenty years in China. He designed 
and built lighthouses along the coast of 
China and Taiwan. The Emperor of Korea 
invited him to design a royal palace. 
Harding made a model of an ‘oriental style’ 
building, complete with curved eaves. He 
took the model to Seoul for the Emperor 
to see it. Harding’s grandson, the late 
Christopher Harding-Rolls, related that the 
Emperor cried out, ‘I want one like Queen 
Victoria’s Buckingham Palace!’ Harding 
returned to China to design a palace to meet 
with the Emperor’s wishes. The building 
in Seoul, South Korea is now a museum. 
In recognition of J. R. Harding’s service 
he received honours from the Emperors of 
China and Korea.

[Fig. 12] J.R. Harding’s decorations and medals, including the China Medal
(Christopher Harding-Rolls)

[Fig. 11] John Harding 
(Christopher Harding-Rolls)
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Captain George Rees (1805 –1842) 

Very suddenly, from a stroke of the sun, on the 26th September 
last, on board the Brig ROYAL EXCHANGE, at Hong Kong, Capt. 
George Rees, aged 37, formerly of Tenby, and brother of John Rees 
Esq., of that place, deeply and sincerely lamented. 

(The Cambrian, 4 February 1843)

This entry in the ‘Deaths Column’ of The Cambrian newspaper led Barry, my 
husband, and me to search for the grave in Hong Kong. After an exhaustive search 
of the cemeteries in the stifling August heat on Hong Kong Island, we failed to find 
his grave. I suggested to Barry ‘What about the Protestant cemetery in Macau?’

An even greater level of heat and humidity accompanied our arrival in Macau. 
We made our way to the Cemetery that was at the top of a hill where we discovered 
George Rees’s grave. Coming across the grave in this unforgiving heat was an 
emotional moment as it matched the article in The Cambrian. At the start of my 
research I had sent a letter to the curator of Tenby Museum enquiring about the 
Rees family. However, at the time of my enquiry there appeared to be little or 
no information regarding them. Then, about ten years later, a letter arrived from 
a Douglas Fraser, who had read my letter to the Museum. He mentioned in his 
letter that he and his wife had become owners of a property in Lexden Terrace and 
were researching its background. Douglas discovered that the three Rees brothers 
– George, Thomas, and John – had worked for the East India Company and had 
traded opium in China. It is mentioned that the terrace was built on the proceeds of 
the opium trade. John Rees left a vast fortune of £34,000.  

[Fig. 13] One of J. R. Harding’s lighthouses 
situated around the coast of China
(Christopher Harding-Rolls)

[Fig. 14] Royal Palace in Seoul 
designed by J. R. Harding
(Christopher Harding-Rolls)
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Douglas Fraser and I exchanged information regarding the Rees brothers and 
my photo of George Rees’s grave in Macao appears in his book, A Legacy of Opium 
(Tenby: Tenby Heritage Publications, 2010).

Timothy Richard (1845–1919)

Timothy Richard was a Welsh Baptist missionary and was one of the giants of the 
missionary movement in China. He was born on 10 October 1845 in the village of 
Ffaldybrenin, Carmarthenshire. A memorial plaque is set into a wall in the centre of 
the village and a street (Heol Timothy) has been named in his memory.

During his ministry in China he helped with famine relief in Shandong (1876–
1877) and Shanxi (1877–1879) Provinces. He infl uenced the modernization of 

China and established Shanxi University (1902), 
becoming its fi rst Chancellor – his Chancellor’s robe 
has been donated to Carmarthenshire Museum.

In 1907, he was decorated with the Order of the 
Double Dragon and, in 1914, Aberystwyth University 
honoured him with a Doctor of Divinity.

He subsequently published a memoir, Forty-Five 
Years in China – Reminiscences by Timothy Richard, 
D.D., Litt. D. (New York: Frederick A. Stokes 
Company, 1916).

Not long after I had started my research, Barry 
and I made a visit to Ffl adybrenin. It was a Sunday 
afternoon and the weather was beautiful. As we read 
the inscription on the plaque, a gentleman came 

[Fig. 15] Captain George Rees’s grave 
at Macau (Niedergang Photographic 
Collection)

[Fig. 16] Lexden Terrace, Tenby
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)

    [Fig. 17]: Timothy Richard
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towards us from the Chapel nearby and said politely, ‘May I ask what you are 
doing?’ We told him the purpose of our visit and he exclaimed, ‘God has brought 
us together!’ He introduced himself as Cyril Williams, a lay preacher and former 
Professor of Religious Studies and Dean of Divinity at Lampeter University – now 
part of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. He said that he was not due 
to take the service at Ffaldybrenin Chapel that Sunday but had changed Sundays 
as a favour to his lay preacher friend. Professor Williams was delighted that we 
had met, albeit purely by chance, as he was writing a book on the life of Timothy 
Richard, Timothy Richard, O Ffaldybrenin i China (1995). 

The plaque, from the wording on the inscription, may have been originally set 
into the wall at his home near the village. 

Richard Woosnam (1815–1881) 

Richard Woosnam was born in Llanidloes, Montgomeryshire on 9 April 1815. 
He studied at Caius and Gonville College, Cambridge University and gained a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1840 and an M.A. in 1845. A member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons he was posted as an assistant surgeon in the Indian Medical 
Service. He became surgeon to Sir Henry Pottinger. He campaigned with Pottinger 
in China and was stationed in Hong Kong between 1841 and 1844. He was present 
with Sir Henry Pottinger, on board HMS Cornwallis, at the signing of the Treaty 
of Nanking (1842) that ceded Hong Kong to Britain. Woosnam became Deputy 
Colonial Secretary at Hong Kong and one of the first to be appointed a Justice of 
the Peace in the Territory. He was awarded the China War Medal (1842) in 1843. 
Woosnam died on 27 November 1881 in Tyn-y-graig and was buried at St. Idloes 
Church, Llanidloes. A memorial plaque inside the Church indicates that one of his 
children had the middle name ‘Pottinger’ – after Sir Henry Pottinger who became 
the first Governor of Hong Kong in 1843.

The late Charles Woosnam (1926–2012) a descendant of Richard Woosnam, 
invited Barry and me to visit his home (Tyn-y-graig) near Builth Wells. Among the 
many artefacts from China was a print illustrating the Treaty of Nanking (1842) on 
board HMS Cornwallis with Richard Woosnam standing near Sir Henry Pottinger. 
I had only seen this famous print reproduced in books on China. Charles mentioned 
that, if we had not arranged to visit Tan-y-graig, he was considering posting the 
print to Chris Patten, the then and final Governor of Hong Kong before the Territory 
was returned to China (1997).  In surprise, I suggested, ‘Please do not send it, it 
might not get there! Keep it for the family!’ He wrote to me the week following our 
visit to say that he had taken my advice.

The South Wales Borderers at Qingdao (1914)

The search room was full of men at the Regimental Museum of the Royal Welsh, 
23rd, 24th, 41st, and 69th Foot at Brecon Barracks – I was the only woman! Some of 
them teased, ‘What’s a woman doing here?’ ‘This is men’s work – are you in the 
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right place?’ The story of the South Wales Borderers (SWB) in China became of 
interest, as it was an unknown story to me. The Borderers were stationed in Tianjin 
– formerly known as Tientsin – alongside a contingent of Imperial German Troops 
(IGT), whom they (Borderers) considered friends and colleagues. However, it 

[Fig. 18] Plaque to Timothy Richard at Ffaldybrenin, Carmarthenshire
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)

[Fig. 19] ‘The Signing of the Treaty of Nanjing’ (1842) by John Platt (artist) and 
John Burnet (engraver)
(Richard Woosnam)
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all changed on 1 August 1914 when a communication was sent from Lieutenant-
Colonel Kuhlo of the Imperial German Troops to his counterpart in the Borderers 
– Brigadier-General Barnardston – informing him a telegraphic message had been 
received from the German High Command to move troops to Qingdao as soon as 
possible. 

Colonel Kuhlo thanked Brigadier Bernardston for his friendship. He added, 
‘It was impossible to say Goodbye to you personally.’ Brigadier Barnardston 
replied to the letter on 4 August 1914 and thanked Colonel Kuhlo for his friendship 
personally and that of our ‘respective Nations’:

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that I have received telegraphic 
orders to move a small detachment as soon as possible to Tsingtao. 
On account of the haste with which I have had to carry out this order, 
it has been impossible for me to say Goodbye to you personally. 
I therefore beg you forgive the omission which was due to the 
unsettled state of the Political outlook. I should also be especially 
grateful if you would say Goodbye for me to the Officers and Troops 
of your Command and to convey to them my very best thanks for the 
friendship and comradeship which they have extended to us, both 
in Tientsin and Peking. The friendly relations which have always 
existed between us, remain a pleasant memory. I have the honour to 
sign myself.

(Signed) D, KUHLO, Lieut. Colonel.

The General Officer Commanding replied as follows:

Tientsin, 4th August 1914

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
instant, and thank you most sincerely for the very kind expressions 
in which you refer to the friendship which has always existed 
between the Troops of our respective Nations, here and Peking. On 
my own behalf and that of the Officers, NCOs and men of the British 
Troops under my Command, I can only say that we sincerely regret 
the severance of those friendly relations – a severance which, we 
earnestly hope, may only be a temporary one.
I have etc.
(Signed) N W BARNARDISTON
Brigadier-General,
Commanding the Troops, North China.

The following order was transmitted to the Borderers:
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ORDER NUMBER 783
War having been declared between Great Britain and Germany, the 
German Concession in Tianjin is placed out of bounds for all except 
Officers and Sergeant living in the Concession.

Signed
G.H. Bartlett, Captain Adjutant, 2nd Battalion South Wales Borderers.

The complete irony of the situation was that the British and Germans, who had 
been, up until the issue of the Order, ‘friends and colleagues’, were being sent off 
to fight with each other in Qingdao.

The Borderers fought for sixteen days and nights in the flooded trenches 
alongside Imperial Japanese Troops. It was reported that the water level in the 
trenches and roads was so high that transport was unable to reach them to bring 
in supplies. The Borderers lived on biscuits donated by the Japanese and sweet 
potatoes gathered from the surrounding fields. Tobacco became so scarce that some 
of the troops smoked tealeaves! At one point, the Japanese mistook the Borderers 
for Germans and supplied them with Japanese raincoats which the Borderers had to 
wear outside the trenches. This tactic confused the Germans who, apparently, were 
unable to locate the British.

Among the exhibits held at the Museum in Brecon are a packet of cigarettes and 
a box of cakes gifted to the SWB in Qingdao. They were described as a being gifts 
from the Japanese Emperor Taishō (1879 – 1926).

Ten members of the Regiment lost their lives at Qingdao. Private 10614 Evans 
carried out an act of bravery that was to cost him his life too. On 5 November 1914, 
bullets showered down on the British position and Private Evans ventured out to 
bring back wounded comrades from an advanced position. Private Evans made 

[Fig. 20] Cigarettes and cakes – presents from Emperor Taishō of Japan to the 
South Wales Borderers at Qingdao, on display at the Regimental Museum in 
Brecon
(Regimental Museum of the Royal Welsh [Brecon])
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three journeys, each time returning with the wounded. However, on the fourth 
journey a machine gun opened fire from the German position and Private Evans 
fell on the comrade he had tried to save. His body was riddled with bullets as 
he shielded his wounded comrade who was rescued and lived to tell the story of 
Evans’s bravery.

The 2nd Battalion provided the only British contribution at Qingdao. The 
Regimental Colour at Brecon Cathedral bears the battle honour ‘Qingdao’, an 
honour held by no other British Regiment. The British Community in Qingdao set 
up a fund for the establishment of a cemetery and a Qingdao Memorial in honour 
of the 2nd Battalion and for its care and maintenance. The men who died at Qingdao 
were buried in the middle of a narrow patch of Chinese cultivated land above 
and on the edge of a ravine in which the British Field Hospital was situated near 
Sheng-Hei-Tuan-Chuang, about six miles from Qingdao. With the aid of funds 
raised among the British Community of Qingdao this plot of land was purchased 
in November of 1915, and six months later ten marble crosses were erected. Later, 
land was purchased so that access to the graves was made possible. Several years 
later, an appeal raised sufficient funds to build a stone wall to enclose the graves 
and to plant trees and shrubs.

A further appeal in April 1923 from the British Consul in Shanghai and the 
Shanghai Race Course contributed aid. In 1924, a sum of £30.00 was received 
from the Imperial War Graves Commission. An American resident in Qingdao, 
Mr. Tyrrel Adams, donated £750.00 for the erection of a Cenotaph to honour the 
members of the Regiment who lost their lives.

In 1928, a set of bronze gates, with an embossed relief of the regimental badge, 
was erected at the cemetery. The Shanghai Race Club defrayed the cost of the gates. 
A report by the Hon. Secretary of the British United Services Association completed 
on 10 December 1936 features a touching account concerning a watchman, who 
looked after the cemetery at Qingdao from the beginning, and records an entry in 
the Cash Book, dated May 1926 that read as follows:

Gratuity to Caretaker shot by the bandits while defending the 
Cemetery flowers.

The Chinese Embassy in London put me in touch with the authorities at Qingdao 
Museum, who had no knowledge of the SWB Cemetery, cenotaph or ornamental 
gates after the Cultural Revolution (1966 – 1976). I was delighted to gift my 
research to the Qingdao Museum.

The ten men who lost their lives in action, as far as I know, do not have a 
mention on any memorial in this country. I contacted the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission who failed to enlighten me as to how these men are honoured 
today.



159Ena Niedergang

[Fig. 22] SWB Graves at Qingdao
(Regimental Museum of the Royal Welsh [Brecon])

[Fig. 23] SWB Cemetery Gates, at Qingdao
(Regimental Museum of the Royal Welsh [Brecon])
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William Hughes (d. c. 1794)

My research on the clockmaker William Hughes was, in many ways, the hardest, 
yet the most rewarding. 

Hughes was born in Llanffl ewin, Angelsey. The Baptismal Records held at 
Ynys Môn Archives relating to St. Flewin’s Church, Llanffl ewin, records two or 
three children with the same name, born near the same time. It was not possible 
to identify which one was the ‘William Hughes’ in question – the William Hughes 
who had moved to London. Hughes must have left Anglesey for London before 
1755 as he was elected Vice-President of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion 
that year. His business until 1794 was located at the ‘Dial’, near King Street, High 
Holborn. In 1781, Hughes was made an Honorary Freeman of the Clockmakers 
Company. However, no details regarding his personal life seem to have survived.

Iorwerth C. Peate, in Clock and Watchmakers in Wales (1945), records that 
William Hughes exported his clocks to the court of the Qianlong Emperor of China. 
I wondered if the clocks were still in China? Further research indicated that an 
‘Automata Watch’ by Hughes had been stolen from the Summer Palace in Beijing 
during the Second China War (1860). The watch appeared at an auction in 1917 as 
part of the ‘Horological Collection of Henry Levy, Esq., deceased, late of 11 Hyde 
Park Place, west London.’  The auction took place at Messrs. Christie, Manson and 
Woods, London, on 27 November 1917, catalogued as Lot No. 36. 

In the Antiquarian Horologist, March 1953, p. 28, there is an article by R. 
E. Foulkes on ‘Captain Cook’s Cabin Clock and its maker William Hughes’. In 
1954, the Automata Watch was auctioned as part of the ‘Percy Smith Collection’ at 
Sotheby’s with the added information that it had been made ‘circa 1780’ and that 
‘it was taken in 1860 by a Lt. Smith from the Emperor’s bedroom at the Summer 
Palace, Peking’. The Catalogue stated that William Hughes specialized in the Far 

East Trade. Spink and Company purchased 
it for the sum of £650.00.

In 1955, the ‘Five Centuries of British 
Timekeeping’ Exhibition was held at 
Goldsmiths Hall, London. The Automata 
Watch featured in a centre page article 
by Cecil Clifton. In 1959, the Automata 
Watch was auctioned at Sotheby’s again 
and the catalogue described it as being 
‘The Property of a Lady’ – Lot. No. 107. 
The watch sold for £580.00 and, again, 
Spink purchased it. On contacting Spink 
for further information, their archivist 

[Fig. 24] A glass negative assumed to be an 
image of William Hughes by M. A. Shee
(National Museum of Wales)
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commented that during World War II many paper records had fused together as 
a result of the heat generated by the bombing in London. Spink were awaiting a 
future technology when separation of the records would be possible. 

What about other clocks that had been exported to China? In Simon Harcourt-
Smith’s book, A Catalogue of various clocks, watches, automata, and other 
miscellaneous objects of European Workmanship; Dating from the 18th and early 
19th Centuries, in the Palace Museum Peiping and the Wu Ying Tien Peiping (Royal 
Collection Trust, 1933), he comments, ‘Qianlong, while affecting to despise the 
West – during his reign clocks and mechanical toys of beauty and ingenuity never 
before seen fl owed into China from the West at the rate of some thousands a year.’ 
Images of William Hughes’s clocks appear in his book as being part of the Palace 
Museum collection. Did these clocks survive the Cultural Revolution (1966–1976)?  

In the autumn of 1994, Barry and I arrived in Beijing to meet Mr. Yang Xin, the 
Director of the Palace Museum. It had been a diffi cult and time-consuming process 
to arrange this meeting as there was so much red tape to get the Chinese to sanction 
it. It was a beautiful October morning as we stood with Mr. Yang and Mr. Yun Li 
Mei, from the Imperial Court History Department, in one of the many courtyards 
within the palace walls to await the arrival of one of William Hughes’s clocks that 
had recently returned from an exhibition in Japan. Director Yang presented me with 
a book commemorating the exhibition. A man, pushing a somewhat ancient looking 
handcart, came into view. The cart, containing an object covered in cloth, came to a 
stop in front of us. When he removed the cloth there glistening in the sunlight, was 

[Fig. 25] A William Hughes clock and matching mirror at the Hall of Clocks and 
Watches, Palace Museum, Beijing
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)
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a magnificent clock – a William Hughes clock! Another one of William Hughes’s 
clocks is on permanent display in the Hall of Clocks and Watches at the museum.

I mentioned to the director about the William Hughes Automata Watch and 
showed him a photocopy of it. He said that he had not seen any information 
regarding the watch in the Palace Archives. He added, ‘China has no knowledge of 
it,’ and asked if my research on the Hughes’s clocks and the Automata Watch could 
be added to the archives at the Palace Museum. The mystery about the whereabouts 
of the Automata Watch continues. The trail that led me to the Palace Museum, 
although difficult, was worth it to see the William Hughes clocks.

Wales-China – 250 Years of History was the culmination of over twenty years 
of research. The history between the two Dragon nations has only just been touched 
upon. There is a great deal more to record.

[Fig. 26] Automata Watch by William Hughes
(Niedergang Photographic Collection)


