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Sean Davies, The First Prince of Wales? Bleddyn ap Cynfyn, 1063–75. Cardiff: 
University of Wales Press, 2016

The first biography of Bleddyn ap Cynfyn, one of the independent princes of early 
medieval Wales, the book argues that Bleddyn should be regarded not simply as a 
regional prince of the Powys dynasty but as a major player in Welsh power politics 
at the time of the Norman Conquest of 1066. Inheriting a kingdom that comprised 
most of the regions of Wales brought together by his predecessor and half-brother 
Gruffudd ap Llywelyn, Bleddyn supported the Anglo-Saxon earls in their resistance 
to the Normans. This is a scholarly but very readable story about a significant 
Welsh ruler whose leadership provides a new perspective on the Norman Conquest. 

Rhian E. Jones, Petticoat Heroes: Gender, Culture and Popular Protest in the 
Rebecca Riots. Cardiff: University of Wales Presss, 2015

The ‘Rebecca riots’ took place in west Wales between 1839 and 1843 as a form of 
protest against the tolls charged by landowners and businessmen to use the roads. In 
her study of these events, Rhian Jones focuses on the female costumes worn by the 
rioters, mostly farmers and farm workers, and the symbolism of the biblical figure 
of Rebecca as the figurehead of the riots. The book considers ways in which the 
image of Rebecca was used in Victorian cultural and political discourse, especially 
in the popular press of the time.

Michael Powell Siddons, Welsh Genealogies A.D. 1500–1600. Aberystwyth: 
CMCS Publications, 2015

This is a continuation of Peter Bartrum’s monumental study of medieval Welsh 
pedigrees, most of it now online. In this volume, Michael Siddons, the distinguished 
historian and genealogist, adds more than two hundred new family lines which 
began in Wales in the sixteenth century. This printed volume comes with a CD and 
the two are designed to be used together to trace family trees from Tudor Wales.

Steph Davies, Hiraeth: Stories from Welsh Patagonia. Parthian Books, 2015.

Published to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Welsh 
colony in Patagonia in 1865, this collection of interviews and real-life stories told 
by descendants of the first colonists captures the drama of the first settlement and 
the challenges faced by Welsh Patagonians then and now.
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