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NODYN Y GOLYGYDD

Trist yw cofnodi marwolaeth yr Athro Syr David Williams, a fu farw ar 6 Medi 2009
yn dilyn cyfnod o salwch. Fel Is-Lywydd y Cymmrodorion, roedd Syr David yn aelod
brwd ac yn un a gyfrannodd yn hael 0’i ddysg a’i amser a’i gwmpeini.

Fe'i haddysgwyd yn Ysgol Ramadeg y Frenhines Elisabeth, Caerfyrddin. Cymerodd
radd mewn hanes a'r gyfraith yng Ngholeg Emmanuel, Caergrawnt, ac fe weithiodd yn
Llundain fel bargyfreithiwr cyn dychwelyd i Goleg Emmanuel i ddysgu. Rhwng 1983
a 1992 fe ddaliodd Gadair Rouse Ball mewn Cyfraith Saesneg ac fe’i hapwyntiwyd yn
QC er anrhydedd ym 1994.

Bu'n ffyddlon ar hyd ei yrfa i addysg uwch. Roedd yn Llywydd ar Goleg Wolfson,
Caergrawnt o 1980 i 1992 ac yn Is-Ganghellor Prifysgol Caergrawnt rhwng 1989 a
1996.

Yn y flwyddyn 2000, fe apwyntiwyd Syr David yn Llywydd Prifysgol Cymru
Abertawe, ac ef oedd Canghellor cyntaf Prifysgol Abertawe pan dderbyniodd Abertawe
statws prifysgol annibynnol yn 2007. Yn gyfaill i lawer, fe deimlwn ei golli.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Members of the Society were very sad to hear of the death of Professor Sir David
Williams, who passed away on 6 September 2009 after a period of ill health. As a Vice-
President of the Society, Sir David was an active and supportive member who
contributed his knowledge, in the form of lectures, as well as his good company.

Educated at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Carmarthen, Sir David read History
and Law at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and was called to the Bar before taking up
a teaching position at Emmanuel. From 1983 to 1992 he held the Rouse Ball Chair of
English Law and was appointed Honorary QC in 1994,

Sir David demonstrated a strong commitment to the service of higher education. He
was President of Wolfson College, Cambridge from 1980 to 1992 and Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Cambridge from 1989 to 1996.

From 2000, Sir David was the President of University College of Wales, Swansea,
becoming the first Chancellor of Swansea University when it gained university title in

2007. A friend to many, he will be greatly missed.

Helen Fulton
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