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‘Is there not anything in the influence of him who
has been drinking his knowledge from the fount or
source in London, more than in him who gets his
knowledge trom some parts of Wales?’

This is a study of Welshmen who were students at the British Society’s Borough
Road Training College in Southwark between 1843 and 858, when the first
state-aided non-denominational teacher-training college in Wales was opened
at Bangor, becoming known throughout the Principality as ‘Bangor Normal’.!
Before 1843, the British Society’s influence in Wales had been surprisingly
weak, given the overwhelming adherence of its population to religious
nonconformity, and it was only after Hugh (later Sir Hugh) Owen sent his
famous ‘Letter to the Welsh People’ (in June 1843), published widely in the
Welsh press, that the situation changed.” Prompted by the attempt of Sir James
Graham’s (Factory) Education Bill, a few weeks earlier, to impose Anglican
schools on all the country’s mining and manufacturing areas, Owen warned his
fellow-countrymen that ‘an oppressive yoke’ was being prepared for their
shoulders, and urged them to form action-committees to raise funds to establish
non-denominational British schools in all their communities.” This was their
only means, he said, of ensuring that their children received an education that
Justly met their circumstances.

Brought up in a Calvinistic Methodist home on the shores of the Menai
Straits in Anglesey, and educated at the well-reputed Methodist school
conducted by the Rev Evan Richardson in Caernarfon, Owen had gone up to
London in the 1820s to pursue a legal training, and in 1836 had been appointed

! For the history of the Bangor Normal College, see Bangor Normal College 1858-1958
(Centenary volume, 1958), published by the college, esp. 12-18. 1 should like to thank Professor
1. Gwynn Williams for his helpful comments on the first draft of this article.

Y Drysorfa(1843), 294-5, 3761f. For the limited influence of the British Society in Wales before
1843, see G. E. Jones and G. W. Roderick. A History of Education in Wales (Cardift, 2003), 47-
9. For a useful general account of the links between the British Society and Wales, see “The
role of the British and Foreign Society in Welsh education, 1840-76°, Journal of Educational
Administration and History (Jan. 19903, 18-29.
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to a post in the Poor Law Commission, where he eventually rose to become
Chief Clerk to the Poor Law Board, virtually Permanent Secretary, by the time
he retired in 1871.* In his professional capacity he assiduously promoted the
Victorian Poor Law, in the process becoming, perhaps, the most important
single conduit of utilitarian ideas into Wales. A fluent Welsh speaker he was
given the task of persuading his sceptical fellow-countrymen to comply with
that highly controversial piece of social legislation. He concluded that much of
their hostility to it was due to their widespread ignorance of the English
language which prevented them from appreciating the Poor Law’s intrinsically
benign purposes, together with that of its characteristic institution, the Victorian
Workhouse.® Not surprisingly he came to regard the Welsh language as a
serious obstacle to both the social efficiency and the national progress of his
fellow-countrymen.

His view was shared by many of his compatriots in London for whom a
knowledge of English had been indispensable to their success in life. Despite a
continuing to worship in Welsh at their London chapels, notably at Jewin
Crescent, the Welsh Methodist temple in the City, they tended to regard Welsh
as an obstacle to worldly progress. Still adhering to Welsh-language
nonconformity, they believed that anglicisation in secular life was necessary if
Welshmen were to be released from the poverty and backwardness that marked
their social condition. They saw nothing contradictory in promoting English
cultural norms while safeguarding Welsh-language religious nonconformity:
indeed they saw them as complementary in creating a social order that was both
progressive and moral.

With a keen sense of obligation to defend his compatriots’ religious (and
civil) rights while advancing their material and social welfare, Owen (entirely
characteristic of an early adherent of nineteenth-century social science) focused
on education as the best available tool for attaining his ends.® By 1843 he was
already familiar with the principles and methods of British schools, having been
instrumental in establishing one of them in connection with the Claremont
Congregationalist chapel in Islington, which he had joined after marrying his
English Congregationalist wife, Anne Wade. As the school’s ‘correspondent’ he
quickly became aware of the vital importance of recruiting teachers effectively
trained in the best methods of imparting knowledge to their pupils. It was this
that led him to argue in a second ‘Letter to the Welsh People’ (in June 1845) that
the British Society’s Borough Road college in Southwark provided Welshmen
with the best course of teacher-training then available to them. He used his
formidable persuasive powers to negotiate special terms with the college, by

* For Sir Hugh Owen. see W. E. Davies, Sir Hugh Owen, His Life and Life Work (National
Eisteddfod Association, 1885); B. L. Davies, Hugh Owen [804-81 (Carditf, 1977); G.
A Williams, *Hugh Owen [804-81°, in Charles ‘Gittins (ed), Pioncers of Welsh Education
(Faculty of Education, University College. Swansea, n.d.), 58-81.

> H. G. Williams, ‘Sir Hugh Owen — a reassessment’, Welsh History Review 21.3 (2007), 126-50.

“ H. G. Witliams, ““All advance from barbarism to civilisation is the development of social
science”™ Wales and the promotion of social science’, Welsh History Review 20.4 (2001), 717-
42.
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which Welsh students were allowed up to six months training at a rate of six
shillings a week, (a total of enly £12), to include tuition, board and lodging,
laundry and medical fees. He was strongly opposed to the founding of a separate
Welsh college, arguing that Borough Road was easier of access from all parts
of Wales than any Welsh alternative, while being free of the denominational
rivalry that often bedevilled Welsh nonconformity.’

But his prime concern was undeniably linguistic and cultural. Because he
saw the ultimate goal of British schools in Wales as providing an English
education, he thought it indispensable that Welsh students, (many of whom had
only a cursory knowledge of English) be trained in London, whete they could
master every aspect of the language - vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and
general usage. They would also gain from contact with ‘the lively manner of ...
English students’ and the ‘quick mental motions’ of the cockney children who
attended the college’s model school.® Anglicisation and acculturation were the
ends to be achieved, so that on their return to Wales the students would be able
to ensure that ‘our day schools ... are ... English schools.” The Rev. John
Phillips, whom Owen had persuaded the Society to appoint as its north-Wales
agent in 1844, was equally explicit that ‘our schools in Wales are to be English
schools.”*" Some notion of the way Owen regarded his educational mission is
conveyed by the concluding sentence of his 1845 Letter: *What retaliation (or
return) does the British Society expect from Wales for all this?’ he asked,
answering, ‘Precisely the same as Wales expects from those barbarians to whom
they send the gospel ..."!"

The Letter’s effect was to delay the founding of a state-supported non-
denominational teacher-training college in Wales for almost fifteen years. Even
then, Owen saw ‘Bangor Normal” as a poor substitute for a Queen’s College
(on the Irish model), which was his preferred option at that time, to provide a
wider-ranging English education for the children of Wales’s incipient middle-
class.” Only his failure to realise that option led him to support a Welsh teacher-
training college in the 1850s, by which time the Established Church had already
opened training colleges in both north and south Wales, at Caernarfon and
Carmarthen. By that time, too, Borough Road was finding it difficult to cope
with increased numbers of English applicants ~ qualified pupil-teachers with
Queen’s Scholarships under the new teacher-training regime instituted by Kay-
Shuttleworth’s Minutes of Council in 1846.

Although Owen’s initial opposition to a Welsh training college does nothing
to enhance his historical reputation, and however valid the criticisms levelled
at his prejudices and preconceptions, it remains the case that Borough Road

7 British and Foreign Schools Society (henceforth British Society) Archive, Borough Road, £.305,
Hugh Owen, ‘Report on Progress in Wales.”

* Ibid.

° Ibid.

19 See British Society s Annual Report (1848), 31.

" Hugh Owen, ‘Report on Progress in Wales’, op. cit.

" See Williams, ‘Sir Hugh Owen — A Reassessment’, esp. 141-2.
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made a valuable contribution to training Welsh teachers during the earliest years
of the development of a state-supported system of non-denominational schools
in Wales.

Having thus outlined the contextual framework within which Borough
Road’s contribution was made, we now examine the profile of its Welsh students
between 1843 and 1858.

Student profiles

In 1864 the Rev. John Phillips claimed that 166 Welsh students had attended
Borough Road during the fifteen years leading to the opening of Bangor Normal
in 1858.1% A trawl of student records at the Borough Road Archive has
succeeded in identifying 130 of them, as well as a number of other applicants
who for one reason or other never attended the college. It should also be pointed
out that Phillips discounted female students, evidently conceiving the needs of
Welsh schools only in terms of male teachers, and though it appears that few
Welsh girls went to Borough Road during these years, we do have references to
some who went there, so that their analysis needs special attention. For the
teaching profession was to play an important part in the economic and social
emancipation of young working-class women during the nineteenth century.
Their story merits separate attention so that this article concentrates on those
130 male students constituting nearly eighty per cent of those claimed by
Phillips in 1864.

Of these, 38 attended immediately after Owen’s two pioneering letters
(1843-45), and 94 before 1852, when the pupil teacher and Queen’s Scholarship
regime began to impact significantly on student intakes.™ Up to 1852 about ten
Welsh students attended the college each year, but after that their numbers
declined to about six a year, mainly because few Welsh schools initially had
teachers sufficiently qualified to train pupil teachers. In fact (as we shall see),
even after 1852, most Welsh students were still being accepted at Borough Road
without Queen’s Scholarships, under the special terms negotiated by Owen In
1843. Welsh numbers were beginning to recover by 1857, but the need for a
Welsh alternative was more apparent by then, and many of Bangor Normal’s
first students were rejected Borough Road applicants, or had held back their
applications until the new college was ready.

Before looking at their profiles in greater detail a number of general points
need to be made. First, nearly all the students were religious nonconformists;
this in itself is not surprising given the nature of the college and its history. But
of the Welsh students there, the great majority whose religious affiliations are
known were Calvinistic Methodists — 40 out of 52 from north Wales (more

'3 Sce British Society's Annual Report (1864), 88.
Al the figures are based on student fifes at the British Society’s Borough Road Archive,
henceforth Borough Road Student Files (BRSF).
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than three-quarters of them) and 19 out of 40 (nearly a half) of those from south
Wales. This reflected the Calvinistic Methodist leadership of Wales’s British
school movement — both Owen and Phillips belonged to the denomination
which provided much of the movement’s organisational and financial
infrastructure. It also reflected the initial rejection of state-aided education in the
1840s, by the Baptist and Congregationalist denominations, particularly strong
in south Wales, where they led the anti-interventionist purely voluntaryist
movement of that time, destined to founder in the 1850s on the rocks of
inadequate finance. But of the non-Calvinistic Methodist students (whose
religious affiliations are known), only three were Anglicans, the remainder
being eighteen Congregationalists (known in Wales as Independents), eight
Baptists, five Wesleyans and a Primitive Methodist.

Given this Calvinistic Methodist preponderance it is not surprising that most
of the students came from north Wales, where Calvinistic Methodism was the
strongest nonconformist denomination. Of the [17 students whose origins are
known for certain, 73 (or more than 62 per cent of them) were north Walians,
despite the fact that two-thirds of the Welsh population lived in the south.
Caernarfonshire (17), Montgomeryshire (15), Denbighshire (14), Merioneth
(12) and Anglesey (9) provided more students than any south Wales county,
with the important exception of Pembrokeshire, which sent as many as
Caernarfonshire. HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspector) Longueville Jones claimed
that Pembrokeshire, with a significant English enclave in the south, had a
distinctive educational provenance which may well have accounted for both the
number and character of its Borough Road students.”” Apart from
Pembrokeshire, the rest of south Wales provided only 27 of the 117 students
whose origins are known. Glamorgan, Wales’s most populous county (1851
population: 231,849) sent only nine students to the college, three fewer than
Merioneth despite having six times its population.

We now move on to look in greater detail at the students. Initially we
decided to divide them into two groups - those who attended the college under
the terms negotiated by Owen, and those who entered by the pupil teacher and
Queen’s Scholarship route. But this simple division was found to be inadequate,
because those who attended under the Owen terms not only constituted a
majority throughout the period to 1858, but also contained such a variety of
students that their further division into two sub-groups was thought advisable:
those whe had already kept schools for some years before they attended the
college, and those without teaching experience or whose experience was
confined to a few months. So while acknowledging an inevitable degree of
overlap between them, a three-group classification was adopted: students with
relatively extensive teaching experience prior to their going to Borough Road;
those with no experience or under about twelve months, and those qualified
under the pupil teacher and Queens Scholarship regulations as they became

15 Minutes of the Commitiee of Council (1850-1), 670ff.
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fully applicable in 1852. Whilst conceding an inevitable degree of overlap
between the groups it was thought that this division would facilitate the process
of analysis.

The first group — students with previous experience of conducting schools

Many of these were men in their thirties and forties, family men, who had
already conducted schools for several years, some of them for twenty years and
more. Where they themselves had acquired their education remains a mystery,
but many of them were seen as making an important and valued contribution
to educating children in their communities. Drawing on their extensive
experience they had devised their own teaching methods, some of them no
doubt idiosyncratic, but not necessarily ineffective or lacking in merit. HMIs
Longueville Jones and Fletcher praised many of them as able and intelligent
men, highly skilled in the arts of communication, who had won the confidence
and respect of parents, and formed strong bonds of attachment to their pupils,
whom they treated with kindness and judgement.'® Indeed HM1's view of them
was quite different from that of the notorious Blue Books Commissioners who
wrote the damning report on Welsh schools and teachers in 1846. They had
referred to schoolteaching as ‘one of those vocations which serve (in Wales) as
a sink to all others,” and while acknowledging that those who went to Borough
Road in the 1840s may have been among the best of the existing cadre (and in
that respect exceptions to the general rule), HMI's comments serve as a salutary
counterweight to the blanket condemnation of the Commissioners.'’

These students were spurred to apply for places at Borough Road by Owen’s
Letters (of 1843 and 1845), by the fact that more British schools were being
opened in Wales in response to those Letters, and by their own desire to learn
and test the new teaching methods of which the college was the leading
promoter. For the first few years after 1843 their period of training seldom
exceeded three months, and in some cases was limited to four or five weeks,
depending on individual circumstances. In every case, however, going to
London for training, for however short a period, entailed considerable personal
and family sacrifices.

There are examples from all over Wales of students in this group. William
Phillips from Spittal in Pembrokeshire was 47, the father of three grown-up
children, when he went to Borough Road for three months in 1846. He had kept
schools in various parts of Pembrokeshire for nearly thirty years and went up
to London ‘to learn the British and Foreign system of teaching,” before taking
up his appointment at a newly opened British school at Zion Hill,

1% See their annual reports in Minutes of the Committee of Council (MCC) (1848-51).
" Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry into the State of Education in Wales (1847), Part 1, 33.
See also HMI Joseph Fletcher's Report in MCC(1850-1), 704.
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Haverfordwest.’® Another Pembrokeshire student, this time in his late thirties,
was John Richardson of Milford, who had conducted schools for up to twenty
years, and whe had the distinction of being relatively well regarded even by R.
R. W. Lingen, the most unforgiving of the Blue Books Commissioners.'?

Richardson’s letter of application to Borough Road provides an interesting
insight into his teaching methods and ideas. In it he condemned Walkinghame’s
famous Arithmetical Tutor as seriously flawed, and suggested that far greater
use be made of the Ready Reckoner for practical arithmetical applications.
Although he was not quite as critical of the well-known Inductive Grammar for
English, he claimed that ‘several tablets of my own’ were superior, and that
‘Her Majesty’s Late Commissioner on Education in Wales’ concurred with
him.* As for the teaching of writing he was convinced that ‘a method of my own
style” was infinitely superior to any found in the usual texts, while such was his
confidence in ‘the maps of my own construction’ for geography, ‘each bearing
adistinct character,” that he offered them as specimens to the college.” He also
used his own material to demonstrate the use of pencil and colour in drawing
and design, claiming a special expertise in this field. He was sure that a month
at Borough Road would be sufficient for him, and that its tutors would find that
they could learn as much from him as he could from them.

Among north Wales students in this group were Samuel Richards of Chirk
in Denbighshire, and William Roberts of Glan Conwy in Caernarfonshire. Like
Phillips in Spittal, Richards was also in his forties, and had conducted a school
at Chirk for nearly thirty years, acting as parish clerk at the same time. He was
so well regarded in his community that Col. Middleton Biddulph of Chirk Castle
agreed to pay his costs in London so that ocal children might benefit from the
latest advances in educational methods.” HMI Fletcher bore out this good
opinion by writing of Richards that he ran ‘one of the first class of village
schools in Wales,” suffused throughout with ‘a healthy tone,” and showing
‘considerable activity in the use of good methods,” as a result of which his pupils
were well versed in the tenets of ‘responsible social living.”??

As for William Roberts (of Glan Conwy) he, too, had kept school for nearly
twenty years; aged 38 he was a married man with five children and was also a
Baptist minister, the practice of combining teaching and preaching not being
unusual at a time when the Baptist ministry was dependent on the voluntary
contributions of poor congregations. Roberts’s sponsors described him as “kind,
firm and good natured ... loved by the children and respected by their parents,’
qualities ascribed to so many applicants in this group that the wholesale
' BRSF (1847), William Phillips leiter of application, 29 Tune, 1847,

' Report of the Commissioners (1847), Part 1, 449-30, for Richardson’s letter to Lingen.

% BRSF (1847), Richardson’s letter of application, 3 March 1847.

2 Ibid.

= BRSF (1848), Samuel Richards, letters dated 24 February 1848, 6 March 1848, also the letter
of the Rev. George Robson, 18 February 1848, who wrote that ‘I shall not despair of seeing that

the parish stands pre-eminent under Richards” future management.’
 MCC (1848-9), 409, also MCC (1850-51), 702.
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condemnation of Welsh teachers in the Blue Books falls under further
sugpicion.*

Although, as already noted, they may have been a minority, this favourable
view of them is amply borne out by sponsors’ comments on several others.
Daniel Jones (aged 27) of Cilcain in Flintshire, for example, was said to have
given general satisfaction ‘for several years,” as had 37-year-old William
Morgan at Bronllys in Breconshire.”* He had just been appointed (after eight
years at Bronllys) to a new school in Talgarth (Brecon), the chairman of whose
managers was the Rev. David Charles of the Trefecca Methodist Academy,
whose judgement of ability and character could surely be relied on. Another
was William Reynolds of Newbridge (Glamorgan), a 30-year-old father of five,
who had so impressed community leaders during the five years he had kept
school there, that all the local ministers of religion united to give him their
support. In a telling reference to the perceived difficulties of schoolteaching at
the time, the local Baptist minister wrote of Reynolds that, °‘If he has
successfully maintained himself and his family by keeping a day-school in the
Principality, then his teaching abilities must be of a superior order.”*

A more detailed account of two remarkable students in this group will throw
more light on their type. Both were Pembrokeshire men, John Edmunds who
taught at a charity school in Trefin before going to Borough Road in 1844 at the
age of 30, and John Adams, also in his thirties, who went to the college in 1848,
and who had taught for six years immediately before that, at a school founded
by Earl Cawdor at Stackpole, where his wife had also taught sewing and
domestic instruction to the girls.”” In 1848 both Adams and his wife were
appointed to a new British school opened at Pembroke Dock, at £70 a year
together with a school house, provided they first went to Borough Road for
training in ‘British methods™.?®

Adams became one of the college’s most influential alumni in south Wales,
but by the time he went up to London, Edmunds had returned to become equally
influential in north Wales, where he was appointed head of a new British school
at Rhuthun (Denbighshire), being described in the Blue Books as ‘a Welshman
... ot yet perfect in the English language.”* Whatever his limitations in this
respect, he was sharply aware of the difficulties of teaching English to children
whose maternal and often only language was Welsh, so that he was compelled
to devise his own method of using the two languages side by side, one to

*#* BRSF (1847), William Roberts, letter of application, 29 January 1847.

» BRSF (1844), Daniel Jones, letter by John Phillips, 9 January 1844; also William Morgan, letter
of application, 18 March 1844. See also the Rev. David Charles’ testimonial, same date, and the
Rev. Roger Edwards” testimonial, n.d. but sentin 1844.

2 BRSF (1844), William Reynolds, letter by the Rev. Thomas Jones, 12 March 1844.

> BRSF (1844), John Edmunds, testimonial by John Prosser, Llanrhian, 25 March 1844; also

BRSF (1848), John Adams, letters by Richard Bramwell, 12 December 1847, 24 February 1848.

BRSF (1848), John Adams, Bramwell's letter dated 24 February 1848.

Report of the Commissioners (1847), Part 1T, 78.
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illuminate the other, but with the central purpose of making the teaching of
English more meaningful and effective. By 1849 he had married his wife, Mary
Ann, herself an early Borough Road student, who was headmistress at the same
school. They had moved to Bangor by that time where Edmunds became
headmaster of the Garth British school, which became the model school for
Bangor Normal in 1858. Here he further developed his system of bilingual
teaching, having already impressed HMI Fletcher at Rhuthun, who fully
approved of his use of Welsh to ‘vivify’ the teaching of English.* HMI Matthew
Arnold was equally impressed with what he saw Edmunds doing at Bangor,
suggesting that his method should be ‘a model for other schools of the same
class.”*! His position as head of the Garth model school (in which capacity he
was also made governor of the Normal College) enabled him to influence
bilingual teaching methods still more.

He was clearly an inspiring teacher, but after many years found the work
increasingly onerous, especially in view of the illness which afflicted his wife,
herself a teacher of distinction. She kept diaries, extracts of which were later
published, following her tragic death in 1859, under the title Yr Athrawes o
Ddifrif (‘The Earnest Schoolmistress’).”? Her loss induced Edmunds to give up
teaching in 1864 at the age of 50, when he became the manager of a corn mill
in Caernarfon, where he spent the rest of his life. But he never gave up his
interest in education, taking the leading role in establishing a ragged school in
the vestry of the Engedi Methodist chapel in the town, where he was also a
deacon.”® The school continued to educate and clothe hundreds of the town’s
poorer children until 1879, Edmunds showing great interest also in the welfare
of those who taught there, organising an annual outing for them each summer
at his own expense.™ After the Forster Act he also served for nearly fifteen
years as an active member of the town’s School Board.

He was a gifted man, a pioneering teacher and educationist, and
accomplished, too, in a range of other directions. He was a fine draughtsman,
making complete plans and drawings of houses and chapels, including smaller
cottages for working people, and the town’s Beulah chapel, intended (like the
ragged school in education) as a place of worship for the area’s poorer elements.
He also contributed articles to the Welsh language encyclopaedia Y
Gwyddoniadur, and was a gifted businessman and manager.™ He died at the
age of 72 in 1886, having made a valuable contribution to the life of the
communities he had lived in, fargely on the basis of the educational
opportunities afforded him at Borough Road.

W MCC (1847-8), 11, 281-2.

' See the quotes from HMI Matthew Arnold’s MCC Report (1852-3) included in E. D. Jones’s
introduction to * The Journal of William Roberts (Nefydd) 1853-62", in the National Library of
Wales Journal 8.2 (1953).

2 M. Bartholomew, ‘John Edmunds, pioneer educationalist’, in the Transactions of the
Caernarfonshire Historical Society (1967), 53.

* Ibid.

Engedi chapel Caernarfon , centenary volume (1942), 34-7.

Bartholomew. “John Edmunds”. 53ff.
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While Edmunds may have been exceptional in the range of his abilities,
there were others whose contributions were considerable, of whom Adams was
undoubtedly one. From the start he was exceptional in that he was accompanied
to Borough Road by his wife, the extent of their sacrifice shown by the fact that
during their three-month stay in London they had to leave their three children
at home to the care of others. They also had no financial help other than the
special terms that Owen had negotiated for Welsh students. As Adams wrote in
his letter of application to the college: ‘the committee (of the Pembroke Dock
school) have been at vast expense in building their schoolroom ... (and) cannot
help us.”*

At the conclusion of their training the Adams’ returned to south Wales,
where they did much to promote the college and its methods. By 1852 they had
eight pupil teachers under instruction at their school, which had grown to 300
pupils.”” They included girls and boys, such as Mary Anne Phillips and John
Jenkins, both of whom (in 1854) followed in their footsteps to Borough Road,
having been brought up as members of their family, after having lost their own
parents at an early age.’”® In a real sense, therefore, Adams and his wife acted as
their adoptive parents as well as their teachers and mentors.

They continued to send pupil teachers to Borough Road throughout the
1850s, Ebenezer Lloyd Jones and Jane Hart, for example, in 1855, Adams
describing Jones as ‘a young man whose teaching power s of the highest,” and
Hart as “a pattern to all young persons of her sex.”* He also encouraged other
young teachers whom he admired to apply for a place. One of them was William
Thomas, a young man of eighteen, who kept a rival school at Pembroke Dock,
with what Adams generously described as ‘astonishing success.”™ Afraid that
he might give up teaching unless properly trained, which would be ‘a serious
loss to the ... profession... for such men as William Thomas are very scarce,’
Adams succeeded in getting him accepted at Borough Road in 18521

By 1855 Adams’s reputation led to his appointment as head of Swansea’s
British school, one of the first to be built in Wales, though undergoing a decline
under its ageing headmaster. He soon reversed its fortunes, the British school’s
south Wales agent, the Rev. William Roberts (Nefydd), writing in his journal
that ‘previously backward the school is once again one of the most important
[in Wales] both as regards the number of its scholars and the efficiency of its
education.”*

** BRSF (1848), John Adams, 21 February 1848,
7 BRSF (1852), John Adams, 18 February 1852.
* BRSF (1854), John Adams, 29 November 1854.

* BRSF (1855), John Adams, 27 November [855. By this time Adams had moved to Swanses,
signing his letter ‘late master Pembroke Dock, now master Swansea British school.”

' BRSF (1852), John Adams, letter about William Thomas, 18 February 1852,

 Ibid.

+Rev. William Roberts (Nefydd), Journal, 5 May 1857.
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Even after Bangor Normal was opened, Adams continued to send pupil
teachers to Borough Road: he corresponded frequently with the college’s
authorities and was a regular contributor to the Educational Record. A mark of
his insight as a teacher was his acknowledgement of the need to have bilingual
teachers in schools with large numbers of Welsh-speaking pupils, despite his not
being bilingual himself. Though this was not a particular problem at Pembroke
Dock, Adams had become more conscious of it in Swansea, writing of one his
pupil teachers there, Samuel Beddow, for whom he was applying for a place at
Borough Road, that he was not only ‘a young man remarkable for his
affectionate disposition towards the children placed under his care’ but also a
fluent Welsh speaker whose contribution in a Welsh-speaking community
would be invaluable.*?

Adams and his wife were clearly remarkable teachers, who made a
significant contribution to education in south Wales at a pioneering stage in its
development, but whom history has largely forgotten. While the personal
influence of teachers in the secondary (or intermediate) schools later established
under the Welsh Intermediate Education Act of 1889 has been well documented,
possibly because their pupils achieved some kind of national prominence, the
contribution of equally remarkable elementary school teachers has been largely
disregarded. What is more, their general reputation in Wales has been tarnished
by the Blue Books (of 1847), and by those of their own number who were later
tempted by the demands of the Revised Code to use unjustly harsh methods in
their schools and classrooms. Although Adams’s wider social activities remain
obscure, his work as a teacher, and that of his wife, is sufficient to establish
both of them as benefactors of some importance in the lives of thousands of
their pupils.

The second group - students with little or no previous teaching experience

These students had no record of extended teaching, and were generally
younger and less likely to be married than those in the first group, factors which
probably account for their somewhat longer period of training, though before
the 1850s this rarely exceeded six months. Some had a few weeks (or at most
a few months) experience of school keeping, others (like William Evans of
Knighton in Radnorshire) had given occasional lessons in small local schools,
while others had no day-school experience whatever.™ What they did have in
common was a strong chapel background, nearly all of them having taught in
Sunday schools and participated in other chapel-based activities, which
developed their taste for teaching and an inclination to make it their life’s work.

4 BRSF (1836), John Adams, letter about Samuel Beddow, 26 November 1856.
+ BRSF (1848), William Evans, letter of application, 31 March. 18438.
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As for their educational background this was as thin (and also as varied) as that
of those in the first group.

Some of them were lay preachers, as were David Williams (aged 25) of
Bridgend, John Griffith (aged 23) of Pwllheli and W. H.Davies of Buckley in
Flintshire.* Davies, (aged 21), a tailor by trade, had been a lay preacher with
the Primitive Methodists from the age of seventeen and active ‘in benevolent
efforts for the improvement of the poor.”* Others were students at
denominational colleges, notably at the Bala Methodist Academy in Merioneth,
having gone there either because at one time they had felt a vocation to be
ministers of religion, or simply to compensate for their inadequate early
schooling and to qualify themselves for more satisfying careers. Among these
were Owen Thomas of Aberdyfi (who left his home by boat for Borough Road
in 1848), Richard Roberts of Ysgoldy in Caernarfonshire and Thomas Price
who had started life as “an assistant to a mechanic.”*” The Academy’s Principal,
Dr Lewis Edwards, gave Price a glowing testimonial, noting that after two years
at Bala he was not only much improved in English and Mathematics but had
acquired a fair grasp of Greek and Latin — doubtful accomplishments for
Borough Road, but an indication perhaps of scholarly temperament.® Of
another student, Edward Jones of Dyffryn (Merioneth), Edwards wrote that
‘though he ... had few advantages before [coming to Bala] his progress since he
came ... has been remarkable.”®

One of the best known of the ex-Bala students was John Price who
eventually became Principal of Bangor Normal *® Born near Oswestry, the son
of a blacksmith who had moved to Birmingham to seek work, Price spent four
years at Bala to make up for his almost non-existent early schooling. On leaving
Bala he conducted a school for some months at Newtown (Montgomeryshire)
before going to Borough Road, where he proved an exemplary student, coming
top of the Certificate List in 1853. He then took charge of a small school at
Llangernyw (Denbighshire) where he moulded a generation of remarkable
pupils before acquiring a much wider reputation.

** BRSF (1845), David Williams, letter of the Rev. William Jones, Bridgend, 25 September 1844;
John Griffith, letter of the Rev. John Phillips, 29 December 1845. See also BRSF (1849), W. H.
Davies, letter of the Rev. James Macpherson, 6 January 1849,

* Thid.

7 BRSF (1844), Owen Thomas, letter of the Rev. Jon Phillips, 19 January 1844, Phillips wrote
that “having found a vessel going up to London from Aberdovey, Thomas said he would come
up cheaper than by coming around to Bangor.” See also BRSF (1847), Richard Roberts, letter
of the Rev. Lewis Edwards, 24 July 1847, also BRSF (1852), Thomas Price, letter of the Rev.
John Phillips. 18 December 1852.

* BRSF (1852), Thomas Price, letter of application, 18 December 1852.

* BRSF (1854), Edward Jones, letier of the Rev. Lewis Edwards, | September 1854,

* For John Price see Y Bywgraftfiadur Cymreig, 741; also the Bangor Normal College, centenary
volume (1958), op. cit. See also BRSF (1852). John Price, letter by John Williams, Plas ¥n
Blaenau, 17 December 1852; also the letter by William Baird, chief constable of
Montgomeryshire, 7 December 1852.
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Even those who had not attended denominational academies cited active
participation in the religious life of their communities as both a guarantor of
character and a promising base for teaching. As examples we have Edward
Jones, a tailor of Aberystwyth, and Henry Moore, a copper-plate printer of
Swansea (both aged 21), who had been Sunday school teachers from the age of
fourteen, while Rees Lewis of Penclawdd in Glamorgan claimed to have gone
to Sunday school ‘ever since T could walk.”™ Others inciuded John Jones of
Wrexham, a pillar of Bible discussion groups and of the Young Men’s Moral
Improvement Society, and David Prothero (aged 27) of Rhymney
(Monmouthshire), not only a Sunday school teacher of thirteen years standing
but also ‘a sort of Baptist preacher for three years.”®

Two others were Richard Jones of Montgomery (aged 21), another tailor by
trade, and Owen Williams of Waunfawr in Caernarfonshire. Jones was said to
devote all his spare time to religious activities as a Sunday school teacher, a
leader of the Young Men’s Moral Improvement Society and distributor of
religious tracts to poor households. A stalwart also of the Temperance
movement, one of his sponsors noted sadly that ‘in this respect he has ... few
imitators ... his own quenchless thirst is to be useful in the march of education.’™
In his letter of application, Jones wrote rather oddly that ‘I have not had the
smallpox, neither have I been married.”™ As for Owen Williams, he was said
‘never to have betrayed any tendency to those childish amusements in which the
generality of children are engaged ... his book was always his companion and
solitude his pleasure” — doubtful qualities, one would have thought, for
empathising with children, but regarded as strengths by those who sponsored
him.%* Given the contemporary emphasis on character and moral rectitude, it is
unsurprising that every applicant for a place at Borough Road supported his
application with testimonials from chapel leaders, often corroborated by others
among the most respectable members of their communities. Indeed, such was
the emphasis on character that without their active support no student would
have been accepted at the college.

It was with this group of students also that Hugh Owen and John Phillips
were most engaged, the first group having an educational provenance on which
they could draw, giving them more confidence in their own abilities, unlike
members of the second group who were often painfully aware of their

S'BRSF (1845), Edward Jones, letter of application, 4 August 1845. See also BRSF (1845), Henry
Mooare, letter by John Bevan (Swansea Mechanics Institute), 6 October 1845; BRSF (1854),
Rees Lewis, letter of application. 25 January 1854.

52 BRSF (1844), John Jones, letter of application, § February 1844; BRSF (1851), David Prothero,
letter of application, 7 July 1851.

53 BRSF (1846), Richard Jones, see the Rev. Thomas Whitewell's letter, 26 May 1846, See also the
letter by the Rev I. P. Jones n.d. [ 1846].

# Tbid., see his letter of application, n.d. [1846] — he gave his address as Albion House, Castle
Street, Montgomery.

35 BRSF (1848), Owen Williams, letter by Owen Jones, Shop, 17 July 1848.
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educational shortcomings, whatever their natural abilities. John Bennet of
Llanllugan (in Montgomeryshire), for example, wrote that his formal education
had only lasted sixteen months, while Edward Evans (a gardener at Mostyn
Hall in Flintshire), with very little formal schooling, wrote that he spent all his
spare time trying to work through Walkinghame.*® Likewise, 23-year-old John
Jones Jenkins, a draper’s assistant of Newport (Monmouthshire), claimed in his
application that he devoted all his spare time to mastering Bonnycastle’s
Mensuration and Plaice’s Trigonometry as well as Walkinghame, though he
admitted that, as a Welsh speaker, he was struggling with English grammar,
‘being still rather ignorant in the roots of the languaoe especially of the Anglo-
Saxon.”””  David Jones of Aberriw (Montgomeryshire) wrote equally
apologetically that ‘T think I understand the first four rules of arithmetic ... and
I'have a little knowledge of English grammar and music, but my knowledge of
history and geography is limited and superficial.”>
These examples show that many students in this group were largely self-
taught, many making heavy sacrifices to educate themselves. One or two were
fortunate to live near a source of some extra tuition, as did John Davies who
lived near “a commercial school” at Haverfordwest, and Henry Moore who spent
a little time at the Swansea Mechanics Institute, while one or two others were
taken under the wing of a local vicar or curate.” One of these was Robert Davies
of Cefncynhafal in Merioneth, of whom his curate, the Rev. Lewis Gilbertson,
wrote that he ‘was particularly fond of study,” to which Davies himself attested
by writing that ‘I cannot afford to lose a single day without making some
progress and when I have the opportunity I will of course work hard all day.’®
These, together with those who went to Bala, were the fortunate few, and for
most of the students in this group self-education by relentless effort and
perseverance was the only means by which they could reach the stage of
applying for a place at Borough Road. Unlike those in the first group they could
not refer to a long history of successful school-keeping to support their
applications. One or two examples will illustrate the extent of these students’
commitment to knowledge and of the sacrifices they made to achieve the life
of teaching to which they aspired.
One was John Bennet of Llanllugan, who, despite his limited schooling, had
taught himself mathematics to a fairly high level, to read and translate Hebrew

* BRSF (1844), Edward Evans, letter by John Parry, 5 December 1843; also the letter from the Rev.
John Phillips to Hugh Owen, 14 December 1843, in which he stated that *Evans is tall and good
looking and of very mild temper. I cannot give my consent to the English or Scotch taking him
away from us (after Borough Road). As God has given him to us T think we ought to keep him.’

T BRSF (1845),.John Jones Jenkins, letter of application, 29 August 1845.

“ BRSF (1848), David Jones, letter of application, 4 August 1848.

% BRSF (1843), John Davies (Haverfordwest), see the letter by Thomas Ellis, master of the
Haverfordwest Commercial school, 2 December [843. See also BRSF (1845), Henry Moore,
letter by John Bevan of the Swansea Mechanics Institute, 6 October 1845.

“ BRSF (1848), Robert Davies, see Gilbertson’s letter, 30 August 1847, also Davies™ own letter of
application, 23 February 1848.
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and to play a number of musical instruments. He had also mastered the art of
calligraphy, his letter of application being penned in a beautiful Germanic
script, though he was equally accomplished in ‘a round hand, in engraving, and
in an old English hand.”® Although an assistant poor-law overseer to a number
of parishes in the Montgomery Union, he felt personally unfulfilled, and, with
the loyal support of his dressmaker wife, was accepted at Borough Road in
1845, at the age of 29. As he wrote in his application, ‘It has always been and
continues to be my delight to improve my mind and to communicate instruction
to the young, and should I be admitted I shall be in my element.”®

The autobiographical fragment left by I. D. Jones is the best first-hand
account available of the struggles some of these students faced. Born at
Llanfaircaereinion (Montgomeryshire) in 1827, he had very little schooling of
any kind ~ about a year in total in his first twenty years. But as a bright boy
with a particular aptitude for music, he was giving singing lessons to others in
his neighbourhood at the age of fourteen. This led to problems with his father
who wanted him to learn a craft by which he could earn his daily bread. It made
him something of a rebel but his mother’s support enabled him to continue his
love of music, so that by the age of eighteen he had taught himself to read music
and play the bass-viol and to understand harmony sufficiently well to compose.
At the age of 20 he published his first collection of songs, but the death of his
mother the same year was a devastating blow, and ‘after studying hard for six
months’ he left his father’s home for Tywyn (Merioneth), where he opened a
small school to try and raise enough money to pay for a college education.™ As
he himself wrote, ‘I was in the habit of rising at 3.30 in the morning to be at my
books by 4.00 o’clock.’®* He taught his school by day, followed by singing
classes during the evenings in the surrounding villages of Bryncrug, Llanegryn,
and Aberdyfi. His reward came in 1851 when, at the age of 24, he was accepted
at Borough Road where he stayed for six months.

Like others, he proved an excellent student, his reputation leading to his
appointment as one of John Edmunds’s successors at Rhuthun where, like
Adams at Pembroke Dock and Swansea, he trained many pupil teachers, some
of whom were sent to him from other schools in north Wales. He also continued
his musical work, publishing several more collections of songs and setting
Haydn’s Creation to Welsh words. But his unrelenting struggle for education had
taken its toll, so that in 1866 he gave up the Rhuthun headship to open a small
school on his own account, which he hoped would be less draining of his
energies, writing that he did so because ‘the hard life I have endured for the
past fifteen years has seriously undermined my health.”® But his constitution
was fatally weakened and he died four years later at the age of forty-three.

' BRSF (1845), John Bennet, letter of application, 24 February 18435.

o Ibid.

8 See J. D. Jones™ autobiographical fragment in the British Society’s Archive at Borough Road,
£.305.

4 Ibid.

5% Ibid.
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These examples show the hard path these students had to tread to gain
admission to Borough Road. Theirs was a heroic and ultimately successful
struggle against heavy odds, but one is left wondering how many of their
contemporaries, equal in their abilities, failed to realise their ambitions. Perhaps
it was because they were so aware of their situation that Owen and Phillips
devoted so much of their energies to supporting and encouraging this group of
students, for there is no doubt that they did so. As the Society’s agent in north
Wales, Phillips was always on the look-out for likely Borough Road candidates,
whilst Owen was equally involved in writing to encourage applicants before
they set out for London, or in meeting to advise and assist them once they had
arrived there. He met some at his office in Somerset House from where he
addressed supportive letters to the college on their behalf, sending others from
his home in Coles Terrace, Islington. Jewin Crescent Welsh Methodist chapel
and the Welsh Independent chapel at Aldgate also acted as an axis of support
for these students, some of whom joined their congregations while in London,
or had family or friends who were already members.

Owen’s letters generally stressed the applicants” future potential as teachers
rather than their attainments which, in many cases, given their personal histories
and background, were bound to be pretty weak. Of David Davies of
Aberystwyth, for example, he wrote that ‘although like most of my Welsh
friends his stock of learning is small, yet there is that about him that leads one
to think he will soon overcome his deficiency.”® On behalf of Edward Jones,
also of Aberystwyth, he pleaded that although his education was slight and his
handwriting bad, still I think ... there are the makings in him of a good
teacher.”®” Not surprisingly, he was particularly concerned that they be given
the opportunity to improve their English, making a point of this in many of his
letters of support — for W. L. Evans and David Richards of Haroldston and
Fishguard in Pembrokeshire for example, and for Griffith Davies of Pennal
(Merioneth), the latter having admitted that ‘the English language is to me
altogether an acquired language, the locality Ilive in being thoroughly Welsh.”®

In some cases Owen’s support extended beyond endorsing candidates to
paying their expenses, which he did for 27-year-old William Griffith of Cemaes
in Owen’s home county of Anglesey. Having spent two years at Bala uncertain
of the path in life he should take, Griffith, who was accepted at Borough Road
(without a Queen’s Scholarship) in 1857, wrote that ‘Mr Hugh Owen has kindly
promised to pay my admission fees.’® The year before, he had paid the fees of
Lewis Jones of Barmouth, agreeing with his sponsors that he had only failed his
Queen’s Scholarship because of ‘that lack of luck to bring all his resources to
aid him at the moment they are required,” for ‘he was one of those country lads
who often appear to great disadvantage at the public examinations, but who

 BRSF (1845), David Davies, letter by Hugh Owen, 8 April 1845,

7 BRSF (1845), Edward Jones, letter by Hugh Owen, 28 August 1845.

% BRSF (1847), Griffith Davies, letter of application, 22 JTanuary 1847.
“ BRSF (1856). William Griffith, letter of application, 11 October 1836.




Welsh Students at the Borough Road Training College, Southwark 89

once they have acquired perfect self-control agreeably surprise those who
thought them dullards and dolts.”™

Without Owen’s personal intervention and private acts of kindness it is likely
that far fewer Welshmen would have been accepted at Borough Road, especially
in the 1850s, when the new pupil teacher and Queen’s Scholarship system began
to have a real impact on the profile of college entrants. In addition to launching
and leading the British school movement in Wales, therefore, and endorsing
candidates for the college, Owen committed countless acts of generosity which
must have meant a great deal to those he helped, and provided opportunities
for them to pursue a life in teaching which they might never otherwise have
enjoyed. Only in their correspondence with the college, stored in their personal
files, does the extent of his advice, encouragement and generosity become
apparent.

Before the third group of students is discussed, it is important to reiterate that
even after the new teacher-training regime reached maturity in 1851-52, most
Welsh students were still accepted at Borough Road under the terms negotiated
for them by Owen in 1843. This was true not.only of those like William Griffith
and Edward Jones, former pupil teachers who had failed their Queen’s
Scholarships, but of others who had never had the opportunity of being pupil
teachers or of sitting the Scholarship examination. These included the likes of
25-year-old iron puddler, David Roberts of Llechryd (Monmouthshire), and
William Prosser, 26-year-old greengrocer’s assistant from Taff’s Well
(Glamorgan). The effort it took David Roberts, the iron puddler, to teach
himself sufficient arithmetic, geometry, algebra, history, geography and book-
keeping to be accepted at the college can only be imagined (for such were his
ascribed attainments); while Prosser, at least had a short history of conducting
small schools at Brynamman (Carmarthenshire) and Llantwit Major
(Glamorgan) before turning ‘to a more lucrative situation in greengrocery.’”
But Prosser’s heart had remained in teaching ever since he had passed college
of preceptor’s examinations in geography, history, English grammar, scripture,
mathematics and in the theory and practice of education. The Rev. William
Roberts described him as ‘a young man of superior talents’ and a well-known
local musician who led the singing at the Tongwynlais Independent chapel.
Roberts eventually persuaded him to follow his inclinations, having heard him
say that ‘he cannot enjoy himself with anything like schoolmastering.”” With
a good deal of hesitation but with the support of his wife, whom he had married
a few months previously, he took Roberts’s advice and enrolled at Borough
Road in 1857.

 BRSF (1856), Lewis Jones, see the Rev. Edward Morgan (Dyffryn’s) letter to Hugh Owen, 22
December 1856.

" BRSF (1856), David Roberts, letter of application, 31 December 1856; also BRSF (1856),
William Prosser, his application, 25 December 1856.

2 Ibid. See also the Rev. William Roberts (Nefydd), Journal, 15 December 1856.



90 Welsh Students at the Borough Road Training College, Southwark

The third group — students who entered the college by the pupil teacher and
Queen’s Scholarship route

As might be expected, this group of students was much smaller, because
Welsh schools initially found it difficult to participate in the new system,
precisely because they did not have enough teachers considered to be
sutticiently well qualified to take partin it. As late as 1851, HMI Fletcher was
writing that the new system ‘only influenced to a limited degree the moral
wastes of Wales’s remoter mining, manufacturing and agricultural districts,’
while his colleague Longueville Jones noted that there were only 88 male pupil
teachers at any stage of their five-year training in all the Welsh schools he
inspected — only fifteen even in Glamorgan, six in Caernarfonshire and none at
all in Merioneth.”

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that there was a decline in the number of
Welsh students at this time, and that most of them were unqualified under the
new system. Yet afew were sent up by this route from schools such as Adams’s
at Pembroke Dock and Swansea and J. D. Jones’s at Rhuthun. Under the new
regulations they followed longer courses of training than their predecessors,
usually a year and occasionally two. They were also generally younger than
students in the other groups, possibly better qualified in the ‘three Rs” and in
English, better drilled and prepared for examinations in those subjects, and
more used to approved methods of teaching . Yet they were often less mature,
more confined in their knowledge of the world and less original in their
approaches to teaching.

Yet this group, too, produced one or two outstanding men, of whom Dan
Isaac Davies of Llandovery (Carmarthenshire) is, perhaps, the best known. He
arrived in London in 1855 armed with his Queen’s Scholarship. knowing no-one
there, having written to the college that ‘with no friends in London with whom
Icanlodge ... T shall be greatly obliged to you for procuring for me lodgings ...
and for forwarding to me instructions as to where | shall proceed upon my
arrival.”™ Despite his disadvantages he was a highly successful student who, on
leaving Borough Road, was appointed to the British school at Aberdare where,
in only a year, he managed to increase the numbers on the school roll four-fold,
and earned lavish praise from HMI Joseph Bowstead, who was particularly
impressed with his success in teaching English to Welsh-speaking pupils by
using translation methods.”® After twelve years he was elevated to the
inspectorate, serving fifteen years as sub-inspector in the English district of
Cheltenham, before returning to Wales to fill a similar post in the Merthyr
district.

7 MOC (1850-1y, HM1 Fleteher’s “Report’. 702: also HMI Longueville Jones™ *Report’, 658-9.

7+ BRSF (1855). Dan Isaac Davies, letter, 28 November 1855.

> The Rev.William Roberts (Nefydd) Journal, 25 April 1858, Nefydd wrote: *There were 270
children in school this day. I never witnessed such extraordinary change in any school in such
a short time... The average last year was from 50 1o 60."
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As a non-graduate he was precluded from appointment to full inspector, but
in HMI William Edwards he found a sympathetic superior, who appreciated his
qualities and his insight into the educational value of bilingual teaching. His
long absence in England had deepened Davies’ love of his native language and
he soon became the acknowledged leader of the movement to allow its use in
schools, both as a medium of more effective English teaching, and as a language
in its own right. In 1885, with his health failing after years of hard work, he
delivered a landmark lecture at the Welsh National Eisteddfod, later published
as a pamphlet entitled Three Million Bilingual Welshmen by 1985.7¢ In this,
Davies foresaw the creation of a fully bilingual society in Wales by the adoption
of changes in teaching methods, such as those he advocated. He played a leading
part in forming the Society for the Utilisation of the Welsh Language, and gave
evidence in favour of bilingualism to the Cross Commission {on Elementary
Education), whose report in 1888 accepted the thrust of his recommendations.
Even before that, he was successful, with HMI William Edwards’s support, in
getting Welsh taught as a specific” and ‘class” subject in some Merthyr-district
schools, so that schools at Gelligaer in the Rhondda, became pioneers in the
official adoption of bilingual teaching in Wales.”

What Hugh Owen, who only predeceased Davies by a few years, would
have thought of his achievement is difficult to say. But there is a distinet irony
in the fact that the beginnings of a change in the official status of Welsh in
education was pioneered by one of the students whom Owen had wanted to see
trained in Borough Road with the expressed intention that they should return to
their native country to inculcate the English language and culture into the rising
generation.

Conclusion

Perhaps the greatest single weakness of the student files at Borough Road
is that they give little indication of the destinations of the students once they had
left the college. Although somewhat more is known about those who attained
a degree of national or local prominence, most appear to have been lost in
obscurity, with the exception of a few who can be traced episodieally from time
to time in the coutse of their lives. What can be said with a fair degree of
certainty, however, is that even if one or two of them may have been unworthy
of their places, having slipped through the finely-meshed net of Borough Road’s
vetting process, the great majority were honest, hard-working (and often able,
in some cases exceptionally able) men, who went on to give years of useful
service to schools and communities throughout Wales.

™ For Dan Isaac Davies, see Y Bywgraffiadur Cymreig, 103. See also W. R. Jones, Bilingualism
in Welsh Education (Cardift, 1966), 56-68; J. Elwyn Hughes, Arloeswr Dwyieithedd: Dan Isaac
Davies 1839-1887 (Caerdydd, 1984).

7 1bid.
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The case of John Davies may be taken as typical. Born in 1828, he was
fortunate to fall ander the influence of John Price when he became schoolmaster
at Llangernyw in 1853. Although (like many others) his stock of learning was
restricted, he was soon identified as deserving support. In recommending him
to the college Price wrote that ‘though rather backward in English’ he was
‘better than many who were in the Certificate class when I was at Borough
Road.”” His self-denying sacrifices to educate himself had also won the
admiration of his local squire, who noted the universal admiration for him in his
own community for the way ‘he had most nobly spent ... the little wealth he
had in his humble career been able to cellect ... in the pursuit of knowledge.””
Davies justified their confidence by gaining his Certificate (after twelve months)
in 1855, and by 1860 he was headteacher of the little British school at Dinorwic,
the slate-quarrying village high above Lake Padarn in Caernarfonshire
(enjoying some of the most spectacular views in Snowdonia), where he
remained until his retirement in 1894, and died ten years later, much respected
and admired. He taught generations of children in that remote but rapidly
growing community for mere than thirty years, never with the assistance of
more than two pupil teachers in a school which grew at one stage to 166 pupils,
of all ages from four to fourteen.” He saw the coming-in and the gradual going-
out of the Revised Code, and suffered its regime of annual inspections and
Payment by Results. He experienced all the difficulties of bad attendance and
truancy, saw the privations of large families struck by misfortunes of all kinds,
and felt deeply the tragedy of childhood illnesses that deprived him of some of
his ablest pupils and pupil teachers.®!

Towards the end of his career he experienced the beginnings of a broader
curriculum and of a less mechanistic view of elementary education, including
the first official acknowledgement that Welsh might have a place in educating
pupils whose maternal language it was. His seventy-six years were years of
educational transformation, and whatever the system’s weaknesses (and they
were legion) Davies can be counted as one of its many unsung heroes, the
product in large measure of self-education completed by his period in Borough
Road. In his own career he represented a dedication to knowledge, and a
commitment to the welfare of his pupils and of their community. His log books
record that, in more than thirty years at Dinorwic, he accumulated only three
weeks of absences, all of them for illness.

His mentor, John Price, died shortly after, in 1906. His extraordinary gifts
had been recognised by his appointment as tutor at Bangor Normal in 1859,
where he became Vice- Principal in 1863 and Principal in 1891, a post he held

7 BRSF (1854), John Davies, see John Price’s letter, 21 December 1854, addressed to the Rev.
John Phillips.

7 Ibid. See the letter of John Williams, Plas yn Blaenau, 28 December 1854,

8 Caernarfon Record Office, ES/1 Dinorwic British (later Board) School, 1863-89, 1889-1905.

81 Ibid.
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until he retired in 1905 (at the age of 75), a connection that extended for 47
years.® His non-graduate status (like that of Dan Isaac Davies in the
Inspectorate) probably precluded his earlier promotion, but by all accounts he
was an inspiring teacher.

Even as a young Borough Road applicant Price’s sponsors had divined his
special qualities, one of them stating that ‘he had a natural inclination towards
teaching others...of winning their affection and of inspiring them with a love of
life.”™ Tt was a view with which his later students concurred, John Lloyd
Williams, who became Professor of Botany at Aberystwyth, recalling in his
autobiography how it was Price’s fresh and resourceful teaching at Bangor
Normal which had first fired his interest in the subject, an enthusiasm and
resourcefulness that he attributed partially to the fact that the subject was so
new to Price himself that he had to devise the most stimulating methods of
teaching it to others. Sir John Rhys, later Professor of Celtic and Principal of
Jesus College, Oxford, agreed with this assessment of Price, though Sir Henry
Jones (another former student), who became Caird’s successor as Professor of
Moral Philosophy at Glasgow, was more critical *

It is also touching to note that when (Sir Henry) Jones was a student of
Price’s at Bangor Normal, he used to visit John Davies at his little school at
Dinorwic, both of them hailing from Llangernyw, where John Price had first
kept school after leaving Borough Road, and where he encouraged Davies to
follow in his footsteps.” Itis also interesting to note that Price’s two daughters
followed him into the teaching profession, both inheriting their father’s
outstanding gifts. His elder daughter, Muriel, was an inspiring teacher of French
and Welsh at the Pwllheli County School (one of the first secondary schools in
Wales, established under the Welsh Intermediate Education Act of 1889): she
was also one of the earliest members of the ILP in Caernarfonshire. His younger
daughter, Sadie, was a Cambridge graduate, who became d4n HMI; she was ‘the
Inspectress’ to whom Emlyn Williams, the playwright and actor, paid such a
moving tribute in his antobiography.*®

Y Bywegraftiadur Cymreig, 741. See also Bangor Normal College, centenary volume (1958).
op. cit., S4ff.

¥ BRSF (1852), letter by John Williams, Plas yn Blaenau, 17 December 1852. Williams gave an
equally generous testimonial to-John Davies; see footnote 79 above.

™ 3. Lloyd Williams, Atgofion Tri Chwarter Canrif (Dinbych,1944), 111, 133ff. See also Bangor
Normal College, centenary volume, 56. Tn his Old Memories, Sir Henry Jones pays handsome
tribute to Bangor Normal’s second tutor, John Thomas. a native of Blaenau Ffestiniog
(Merioneth) who was a student at Borough Road in 1853-4, and later a graduate of London
University.

% See for example Caernarfon Record Office, ES1/Dinorwie British (later Board) School, 1863-
89, 17 September 1880.

% See E. Williams, George (London, 1961), 170, 236, 263, 376. Williams described Sadie Price
as "a fascinating by-product of Welsh Calvinism, the brilliant daughter of a Calvinist head of a
college in Bangor...born fifty years too soon into ... a world that forbade a gentlewoman to give
proof of her intelligence.” She had taken a Cambridge degree and toured the Welsh County
schools, wearing make-up ‘which nobody had ever seen except on Miss Sadie Price.” As *the
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Although we have divided Borough Road’s Welsh students into three
broadly distinct categories, it is important to remember that, despite their
differences, they had many features in common. The most striking was their
long and difficult struggle to acquire the educational qualifications to which
they aspired. It required an enormous expenditure of physical and emotional
energy, as well as of scarce financial resources, to get to Borough Road, the
only non-denominational route then open to them to achieve the life of teaching
which was their ambition. The support of their compatriots in London, led by
Hugh Owen and centred on their nonconformist chapels, must have been a
comfort to many of them, and they were probably sustained, as well, by their
consciousness that, however daunting their difficulties, Borough Road offered
them their only hope of fulfiliment. In a real sense, the puritan virtues in which
they were nurtured saw them through: industriousness, perseverance, and the
moral imperative to self-improvement. In that respect, the chapel culture in
which they were reared provided them with a solid base of values.

Finally, whatever may be thought of Hugh Owen’s motives in pressing
Welsh students to train in London, there can be little doubt that Borough Road
made an important contribution to Welsh education at a crucial stage in its
history, for at the time it provided the only recognised training available to
Welshmen in the principles, organisation and methods of the British schools
then being built for the first time in a systematic way in the Principality. As
noted earlier in this article, it also made a contribution to the training of female
teachers, and in that respect contributed one of the earliest routes to the
emancipation of working-class girls in Wales, a chapter so important in their
history that it deserves its own narrative.

Given its location, there was little the college could do to prepare its Welsh
students for the specific task of teaching in a Welsh-language environment, but
that it was not unaware of Wales’s linguistic circumstances is clear from the
letters it received from student-applicants and their sponsors, and from the
annual reports of HMIs. There were some signs in the 1850s that the Education
Department was also cognisant of the situation, for it awarded a special £5
augmentation grant to schools whose teachers showed that they were able to
use Welsh as a resource for teaching English more effectively - as HMIs
Fletcher and Matthew Arnold had shown some former Borough Road students
were able to do. Indeed HMI Longueville Jones had gone further in pressing for
Welsh to be used. not merely as a resource, but as a language (and a culture) in
its own right.*” Jones eventually suffered the loss of his post for the strength of
his advocacy, when he clashed with Robert Lowe and his implacable Secretary

inspectress ... everybody. staff and pupils, looked forward to Miss Sadie.” For Muriel Price’s
involvement in Labour politics, see E. Price, ‘Labour’s breakthrough in Caernarfon County in
1922: the election of R.T.Jones to Westminster’, Transactions of the Cacrnarfonshire Historical
Society (2003). 94-119.

¥ H. G. Williams, ‘Longueville Jones and Welsh education: the neglected case of a Victorian
HMTI'", Welsh History Review 44.3 (1991), 416-42.
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to the Education Department, R. R. W. Lingen, one of the former Blue Books
Commissioners of 1846, whose contempt for Welsh was so evident.*® The £35
augmentation grant was then withdrawn, Welsh was, in effect, banished from
the schools, and Welsh education became as uniformly mechanistic as that in
England. The Revised Code made the teaching lives of those who had been to
Borough Road in the 1840s and 1850s more difficult and trying, and soured
the educational experiences of generations of children, though this should not
be overstated. For there is ample evidence in surviving log books (kept by
former Borough Road students such as John Davies at Dinorwic) and elsewhere
in autobiographies that, despite the travails imposed upon them, many of the
teachers trained at Borough Road succeeded in influencing for good the lives
of thousands of their pupils, who continued to remember them with affection
and gratitude.

# H. G. Williams, “Nation state versus national identity: state and Inspectorate in mid-Victorian
Wales®, History of Education Quarterly 44.3 (2000), 144ff.






